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“Tin Roof Blues”—named for New Orleans’ famed Tin Roof Café—is one of 
the most familiar “standard tunes” in traditional jazz.  Written and first recorded 
by the New Orleans Rhythm Kings in 1923, it was quickly “covered” during 
the next couple of years by such groups as the Original Indiana Five, Original 
Memphis Five, Young’s Creole Jazz Band, Tennessee Ten, California Ramblers, 
New Orleans Jazz Band, and Ted Lewis Jazz Band, followed by King Oliver’s 
Dixie Syncopators in 1928 and Wingy Manone in 1930. The tune survived into 
the swing era with recordings by Louis Prima and his New Orleans Gang, Bob 
Crosby’s Bob Cats, the big bands of Charlie Barnet and Tommy Dorsey, and even 
a reconstituted New Orleans Rhythm Kings; and in the 1950s its second strain 
formed the basis for a vocal pop hit.  For many decades this tune has been ubiq-
uitous among traditional jazz groups. 

The tune contains two strains, both in B, both based on the 12-bar blues.  The 
descending chromatic motif of the second strain is typically played in harmony by 
the horns.  A frequent device used in performing this piece, but not employed in 
the present arrangement, is to go into a double-time feel on the first seven bars of 
the final chorus before returning to the original meter.  

The present arrangement is an entry-level arrangement in the small-group Swing 
Style of traditional jazz.  It is designed to be executable by players who have not 
yet developed improvisation skills.  The arrangement alternates between horns 
(including optional tenor sax) scored in harmony, and written-out ensemble 
counterpoint.  Playing the written contrapuntal lines will give the non-impro-
vising wind player a feel for how his/her instrument functions in an improvised 
ensemble situation.  Simple solos are written out as well.  The piano and guitar 
parts contain not only the chord names, but written-out voicings and tablature 
diagrams, respectively.  This will begin to familiarize young chord players with 
the process of realizing chords from chord names.  Piano chords are shown using 
note values corresponding to the duration of each chord; the pianist should use 
these as a guide and add his/her own rhythmic ideas.

Of course, more advanced players can also use this arrangement, replacing the 
written-out ensemble passages, solos, and chord voicings with their own improvi-
sations.

Tempo:  Quarter note = 88-100
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arr. David Robinson, Jr.

Composition held by Edwin H. Morris & C0., Inc. This Arrangement © 2014 David Robinson, Jr.
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